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1994 Seed Use, Costs, and Trade 


@ Seed costs per acre were higher in 1994 because of 
higher seed prices paid by farmers and slighty higher 
seeding rates per acre for corn and wheat. 


@ Seed use in the 1994/95 crop year for eight major field 
crops is expected to be similar to 1993/94. 


@ U.S. seed trade balance in 1994 fell 4 percent to $394 
million compared with 1993. 


Farm operators surveyed in the 1994 Cropping Practices 
Survey provided information on seeding rates and costs for 
corn, soybeans, cotton, wheat, and fall potatoes. The survey 
covered major States accounting for 71-94 percent of the 
acreage in these crops. 


Seed cost per acre varied among the surveyed States due to 
differences in seeding rates and seed prices as affected by 
geographic location and availability of moisture during the 
growing season. Areas with plentiful moisture tend to 
support heavier seeding rates. 


Average seeding rates and seed cost per acre for major field 
crops, in 1994 were as follows: Corn--average seeding rate 
was 25,824 kernels per acre, up 1 percent from 1993. The 
average seed cost per acre was $23.54, up 4 percent from 

1993, reflecting higher corn seed prices and corn seeding 
rates. Soybeans--average seeding rate in 1994 was 69 
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pounds per acre, same as in 1993. The average seed cost 
per acre was $17.25, up 6 Ben due to 10-percent 
increase in soybean seed price. Spring wheat--average seed 
cost per acre was $10.11, up 18 percent from’ last-year, as 
spring wheat seed price increased. 23 pefcent, “tHigher 
seeding rate per acre also contributed to ineréased seeding 
cost. Cotton--the average seeding rate, at ‘16 pounds per 
acre, remained unchanged in 1994. Average seed. cost per 
acre, on the other hand, was $9.49, slightly highe er than 
1993, due to slight increase in cottonseed” price;in 1994. 
Fall potatoes--the average seeding rate was;21 cwl per acre, 
1 cwt. per acre lower than in 1993. Seed cost per acre was 
$210, up 4 percent from 1993, due to.a 19-percént jump in 
the seed potato price. Winter wheat--average seeding cost, 
at $7.68 per acre, was 7 percent lower than in 1993, due to 
lower seeding rate per acre. 


Total seed consumption in the 1993/94 crop year for eight 
major crops (corn, sorghum, soybeans, barley, oats, wheat, 
rice, and cotton) was 6.3 million tons and is expected to be 
the same in the 1994/95 crop year. 


The value of total seed imports in 1994 rose 9 percent, 
whereas the value of seed exports increased less than 1 
percent compared with 1993. As a result, U.S. net seed 
trade balance in 1994 fell 4 percent to $394 million. 


Contact: Mohinder Gill, NRED, (202) 219-0447. 


U.S. trade in seeds for planting 
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Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Table 9--U.S. imports of corn seed by volume 





Country 


Canada 
Argentina 
Chile 
Hungary 
Subtotal 


Total all 
countries 


Source: 


1990 


8,010 
511 
4,509 
881 
Lot 


13,996 


1991 


6,857 
138 
3,406 
0 
10,401 


10,978 


1992 1993 


6,674 8,328 
4,821 3,787 
14,129 8,149 

391 171 
26,015 20,435 


26,809 22,969 


Table 10--U.S. exports of soybean seed by volume 


Country 


Canada 
Mexico 
France 
Italy 
Turkey 
Japan 
Subtotal 


Total all 
countries 


Source: 


1990 


449 
36,731 
4,827 
55,937 
2,836 
2,325 
103, 104 


106,991 


1991 


425 
4,827 
4,272 

65,571 
1,838 
6,947 

83, 880 


91,004 


1992 1993 


1,178 4,485 


32,674 19,472 
603 2,778 
34,500 27,764 
7 14 


7,341. 7,439 
76,303 61,952 


83,585 68,891 


1994 


14,121 
3,630 
17,094 
597 
35,442 


3f, 200 


1994 


2,327 
8,891 
3,312 

15,711 

4 
9,654 
39,899 


47,964 


Change 
93-94 


% 


69 
“4 
109 
249 
tS 


64 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


Change 
93-94 


-48 
-54 

19 
-43 
=k 


-36 


-30 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


Table 11--U.S. exports and imports of seed for planting 


Item 1990 
Exports: 
Forage 104 
Vegetable 176 
Flower 13 
Corn 1/ 138 
Grain sorghum 27 
Soybean 45 
Tree/shrub 2 
Sugarbeet 2 
Other 81 
Total 588 
Imports: 
Forage 35 
Vegetable 60 
Flower 23 
Corn 2/ 18 
Tree/shrub 2 
Other 9 
Total 147 
Trade balance 441 


1991 


508 


1/ Not sweet, not food aid. 


Source: 


1992 1993 
$ million 
114 116 
221 218 

19 19 
171 168 
34 34 
36 28 
3 2 

3 3 
68 31 
669 619 
45 45 
82 83 
27 31 
35 29 
2 2 
15 17 
206 208 
469 411 


2/ Certified. 


Change 
93-94 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural 


Service. 
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